INT)
S

Contributed by

Jim Douglas . TROPHY prSE!
g Y FEATURES o PT:
ROGRAM ence G : : ConeS NEW
DINNER CUBAN Mny |, Mo compemimres Manuel Coj Trade g, XPlains | ONSTITUTION
oCelebration of ghesh; has beon opcrating eoicie aysiem S XO and Upyooen Cuba “LOCATES AND ppy
YerSary of tho Togep e r3-1h an- | M7 years o 11 Cubs duving | o, f"c;'v 7 0n thg Ty Dited Stateg AIN NECESsapy L INES CER.
meBublic of Gy, sty saeT® Of the of i omething gy 0 1 SCesoful sway, [ 0 OUbaR beoplo reroieg go'gs ot Mo l . ibrocal e Lieces w:c"" T
theme for OF tho unigya Teata NS are proyd s o0 of thej epond com- | signeg p, etwen trade agreemeng | oxc“",u.n oN
hie 578 18 Splondly g PP | ary g g YO O Bt day che s | OUbo i thg e % UNd Satupang | e
* pen wotiend aug, "M 10 | of i jpyr et fon of thy bt Surbo. From gy popma'yh BHoFela | EFIT OF STUDENTS
Wit the g n keopme | This ¥ Imigrang, 33U Wi countyymen 8 honored | capgat, assure the ey Of | Since the o=
Serveq a¢ dinneeolebmion, the mea] | Detween the y: Society way starpeq THE APOSTLR, -‘;L Jose Maryj, dugtria) oo ©f agticultura] -n.; o | Somed) ToTeRt
Cuban digy, " 126 eVening wop, o | B¥ Spanish 1o, gt 1880 and 195, | UHrOuBh his degigy e b o who, | the Am,f;';': a8 181z price; e

n
ots
s
Cail Cuba geeys, 'BYants thap eap, Of Cuban freeqs, he cause | g
N IC I' 0 I S 'G U h e T L e e e ey
e activigy, 2t the heim of fends in relatives I .
e progeas: 1% 110 day ang gpenr e coming. gt S9BHYE coungyys (Conty

N nued
m Ppeo. on Page Fy,
o e eging | W)

with

oficially,
came an ‘:h

1331-1358

From 1931 to 1959, men from 36 states
and 33 foreign countries took
advantage of the many opportunities
offered by Nichols Junior College.
Nichols became a familiar name to
many secondary schools in the eastern
and mid-western United States as well
as numerous south and central
American countries and the Caribbean.
Of all the countries represented at
Nichols, however, students from Cuba
numbered the most by far.

A total of 55 Cuban students attended
Nichols Junior College between the
years of 1931 and 1959. While never
large in numbers for any given year
(usually between four to six), many of
these students made significant
contributions to the school. This was
particularly true during the mid-1930s
when Cuban students held leadership
positions in various organizations
(including editor of the student
newspaper, and president and officers
of student government), and were
valuable players in various sports,

especially soccer. (A “Cuban Trophy” for

the most outstanding soccer player was
first awarded in 1937 and was still being
given in 1958.)

Nichols, in turn, was a warm and
welcoming place for students living far
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from home. With six Cubans attending
Nichols in 1937, for example, the campus
celebrated the 35th anniversary of the
inauguration of the Republic of Cuba.
The Cuban students spent weeks
preparing special talks on different
aspects of their homeland and held a
special dinner, complete with songs and
Cuban cuisine. The student newspaper
issued a “Souvenir Issue Dedicated to
Cuba” that printed the talks and
included an editorial praising the
authors for their planning and execution
of the events. “We cannot emphasize
too much,” wrote the editor, “how
happy we are to know and have such
fine fellows as our friends and
classmates....Viva Cuba! Viva los Estados
Unidos!”

How did Nichols attract students from
Cuba and other parts of the world? For
one thing, in the 1930s Nichols was one
of only two New England junior colleges
for men. It was also the only New
England junior college focused on
business administration, and it offered
courses that were considered upper
level and transferable to four-year
institutions. Some heard about the
college through friends, family, or other
relatives who attended Nichols or knew
someone who had. There was also an
official “clearinghouse” in Havana that
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maintained a list of recommended
business administration schools,
including Nichols. Some American
companies doing business in Cuba,
such as the Bank of Boston, would
also suggest Nichols as a great place
to study and learn American business
and culture.

Upon graduation, most Cuban students
returned to their homeland to work in
family businesses, start their own, or
take a position in-a government
department. Some continued their
education in America or Cuba before
returning to Cuba or settling here. Some
maintained the friendships they formed
while at Nichols. When relations
between the two countries dramatically
worsened after Fidel Castro came to
power in 1959, a number of prior
students fled Cuba, leaving all their
worldly possessions behind, and, with
the help of former classmates in some
cases, made their way to America and
rebuilt their lives.

Such was the Nichols-Cuba connection.

Note: Special thanks to Mrs. Marianne
Gruskin, wife of the late Matthew P,
Gruskin ‘54, and Enrique Lopez-Balboa
’54 for their assistance with this article.
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