
U.S. Student Visa 
P ro c e s s  fo r 
I n te rn a t io n a l 
S tu d e n ts

A Step-by-Step Guide to the F-1 Visa Application
Presented by Nichols College International Programs Office



We will cover the following:

• What is a U.S. Student Visa (F-1)?
• Step-by-step application process

• Required documents
• Visa interview tips

• What happens after my interview?
• Common issues and how to avoid them



What is an F-1 Visa?

• I will issue an I-20, which is 
the document you need to 

apply for a F-1 Visa
• Non-immigrant visa for full-

time students
• For academic or language 

training programs
• Issued by U.S. embassies or 

consulates abroad
• You must first be accepted to 

a SEVP-certified school, 
which Nichols is



• Apply and be accepted by 
Nichols College.

• Provide necessary documents to 
Admissions counselor who 
forwards to me. This includes 
passport, financial documents 
etc.

• I will send you a Form I-20 
(Certificate of Eligibility)

• Review your I-20 for accuracy 
(Name, program dates, SEVIS ID)

Step 1: 



• Visit: fmjfee.com
• The cost is $350 (Keep 

the receipt)
• Required before 

scheduling your visa 
interview

• Use SEVIS ID from your 
I-20

Step 2: 
Pay the SEVIS fee

https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/index.htm


• Fill out the online visa 
application form at 
ceac.state.gov

• Upload a recent photo; 
preferably a passport photo

• Save confirmation page with 
barcode

• Use this confirmation to 
book your visa interview

Step 3: 
Complete the DS - 160 Form

https://ceac.state.gov/genniv/


• Visit your local U.S. 
Embassy/Consulate website. 
Here’s a link

• Pay visa application fee 
($185)

• Book earliest available 
appointment

• Prepare required documents
• Make social media accounts 

public

Step 4: 
Schedule a Visa Interview

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/wait-times.html


• Valid passport (6+ months 
beyond program start)

• Form I-20
• DS-160 Confirmation 

page
• SEVIS fee receipt
• Visa application fee 

receipt
• Admission letter
• Financial documents 

(bank statements or other 
proof)

• Transcripts & test scores

Step 5: 
Required Documents



• Be honest and confident
• Speak in English
• Explain your academic 

goals clearly
• Show strong ties to your 

home country
• Demonstrate financial 

ability to study in the U.S.
• Answer the questions they 

ask

Step 6: 
Tips for a Successful Interview



• You may be approved, 
denied, or need additional 
documents

• You may see a denial 
immediately in your 
account, but you may not 
be denied. Wait a few 
days a check again.

• Approved: Your passport 
will be returned with a 
visa inside

• Check visa for accuracy
• Prepare for arrival to U.S.

After the Interview



• Present passport, visa, and I-
20 at the border

• Expect questions about your 
program

• You may arrive up to 30 days 
before your program starts

• Report to me when you 
arrive (I am your PDSO or 
Principle Designated School 
Official)

Arrival in the U.S.



• Not paying SEVIS 
fee

• Incomplete DS-160 
or missing 
documents

• Weak financial 
support documents

• Giving vague or 
inconsistent 
answers at the 
interview

Common Mistakes 
to Avoid



• Study in the States
• U.S. Embassies and 

Consulates
• SEVIS fee Payment
• CEAC DS-160 Form

Resources

https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov
https://www.usembassy.gov
https://www.usembassy.gov
https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/index.htm
https://ceac.state.gov/ceac/


I’m here to help you!
Kristen Malinowski-Paine
1-50 8-213-2232 (Work)

1-860 -428-0 415 (What’s App)
kristen.malinowski-
paine@nichols.edu
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