Staff Assembly Agenda – February 19, 2026
3:15pm --- Davis 209/211 or Teams
____________________________________________________________
 New Hires/Position Updates: 
1) Sharon Berry - Director of Student Accounts 
a. Congratulations to Sharon in her new role!
b. Be sure to utilize the SFS email and direct students to it – monitored daily
c. Collections specialist role is looking for a replacement
2) Ashley Ottman – Interim Register
a. Congratulations to Ashley in her new role!
 Community Updates/Announcements: 
1) Benefits Feedback – Bonnie Eaton and Lucas Couture 
a. Benefits fair is coming up in April
i. A survey is coming out for suggestions/ideas to enhance the fair experience – please participate!
ii. Idea to host a lunch and learn to discuss benefits prior to open enrollment
2) Commencement Volunteers – Maureen Butler 

a. Commencement is Saturday, May 2nd 
b. We need volunteers!!
c. It is all hands-on deck. Currently, there are only 30 volunteers and roughly 120 full-time staff members…
d. Link to sign up is included in the email with these minutes

3) Returning Student Housing Selection – Devin Kindred 

a. Information is on the Res Life Hub page
b. Applications are now open to apply for housing and to match with roommates
i. Every student has to apply for housing in order to search for roommates
c. Applications are due March 30th
d. Selection is the week of April 9
i. Housing is done on a priority ranked system this year – not a random lottery
ii. GPA is not a requirement, but cumulative credits do play a role
iii. There will be a meeting ahead of time with students who have financial holds
e. There is also a new student housing tab if there are any incoming students with questions about timeline
f. The res life hub page is included with the minutes

4) IWL Event – Leslee Ruggeri 
a. Women’s advocacy and research team has been raising money for Period Poverty	
i. Assembling period packs and sending them overseas
ii. Looking for monetary decisions
iii. Assembling and decorating the packs - March 26, 12:00 – 2:30pm, Lombard. Please come!
iv. See the flyer for more information
 Announcements
1) Conant Library Book Event: An Afternoon with Alan Reinhardt (Poetry Reading & Book Signing) - Wednesday, February 25th from 3-4:30pm in the library 
a. Autographed copies of the book will be available and maybe some guest, celebrity readers 
Staff Council Committee Updates: 
Staff Engagement – Beth Gionfriddo 
1) Upcoming Events
· Final Staff & Faculty Winter Sport Home Game = Men’s Volleyball | February 25 – 7:00pm vs. Emmanuel  
· March Herd Hangout = Wednesday, March 4th from 10-11am – Admissions Living Room  
· Bison Book Club = Book Selection is Atmosphere by Taylor Jenkins Reid – Tuesday, March 24th from 12-1pm in the Lombard faculty area 


2) Staff & Faculty Spring Sport Home Games (all on Wednesdays): 
· Women’s Lacrosse | March 25 4:00pm vs. Curry College 
· Softball | April 1 at 4:00pm vs. Eastern Connecticut State U. 
· Men’s Tennis | April 8 at 4:00pm vs. Endicott 
· Baseball | April 15th at 3:30pm vs. Trinity College 
· Men’s Lacrosse | April 22 at 7:00pm vs. Curry College 
 If you want to be on the Oulook invites for these athletic games, let Beth know and she will add you!
Spring Semester Staff Assemblies:
· Thursday, March 19th and Thursday, April 16th @ 3:15pm in Davis 209/21 or via Teams 
 
 
Open Forum 
· If there are any members of the public on campus looking for the  VITA (volunteer income tax assistance) program office, please direct them to public safety 
· The Dudley intersection construction is not done, it is on pause
· Cari will ask Dudley PD for an update at their next meeting with student life and ask them if they can provide transparency with timing
· There will be lots of prospective students, families, and guests on campus in the coming weeks – please be sure to be a friendly, welcoming face!
 
Please continue to use the anonymous reporting form on Hub.Nichols.edu (Staff Council tab under Departments) to share ideas, concerns, and feedback.  
Staff can also email Staff Council at staffcouncil@nichols.edu. 
 
 
 

