Staff Assembly Agenda – October 23, 2025 
3:15PM --- Davis 209/211 or Teams 
____________________________________________________________ 
Welcome – Janet Newman & Kristen Malinowski-Paine  
PC Report – Jamie Bamber, CFO 
· Bill is sending out an email to talk about the results of the board meeting (probably tomorrow)
· Quick snapshot of the board meeting from Jamie:
· Presented FY26 revised budget to the board – it was approved
· Budgets in self-service will be updated over the next week with the revised budgets
· Jamie will share with PC members and then PC members can share with their team members
· The budget is basically what Bill presented at the all campus meeting in September
· FY27 tuition and fees were also approved at a small increase (smaller than the past two years increase)
· Third Floor Conrad Updates
· Student Accounts – Director is on a leave, so right now everyone is reporting to Lindsay Louis
· Looking to hire a student accounts associate
· Reach out to Jamie or Lindsay with any questions or concerns
· New payroll person is starting on November 24th – Cady Maynard has been doing it in the interim
· Revisiting HR position – HR generalist position is now going to be offered as a Director of HR – posting will go live mid next week
· Anything needed in the meantime, reach out to Lucas, Cady, and Jamie and someone will address it
Agenda Items 
· Spenser Molloy, BOLD Class of ‘21 - Invitation to December 6th Alumni Holiday Gathering in Boston  
· Really pushing on the young alumni side getting more connected to the campus – looking to donate time if not money 
· Plug to push young alums – reach out to them when you need them for any on-campus support opportunities
· Spenser spearheads young alum connections, reach out to Spenser or anyone on BOLD to coordinate– email address: spenser@nexthomemodernrealty.com 
· Holiday party in Boston opened up to all staff to attend – December 6th (free drinks and light hors d’oeuvres) – bring whoever you want
· Revolution hotel in Boston – meet at the hotel bar at 6:45pm
· Make sure to RSVP through the alumni office – invitations will be sent out via email soon
· HR Announcement – Lucas Couture
· Please complete your Vector training ASAP if you haven’t already – mandatory training
· Please complete the background check requests from PayCom if you have been receiving them (not spam )
· It is for motor vehicle authorization
· Student Involvement Updates – Cari Cyr  
· October Events:
· Saturday, October 25 - Family and Friends Day- we have over 455 family members joining us  
· Reminder: Food Truck Festival- 3-8 PM in Lot A- open to public- family friendly with trick or treating at each food truck 
· Please be patient with parking this morning
· Friday, October 31 - Stop by Student Life to visit and vote on our doors! We invite offices to decorate their doors for Halloween for students to stop by and get candy.

· November Events:

· Saturday, November 1 – Blood Drive @ First Congregational Church of Dudley. (9am-3pm). 
· Wednesday, November 19 - Grit and Wit- Obstacle Course for First Year Students for Lead Classes, but open to faculty and staff from 1-3 PM 
· December Events:
· We are looking for departments to decorate Christmas trees in Lombard. We have 6 trees - this would be done on November 25 or 26. Email Cari if you would like to participate! 
· Save The Date: Light Up the Hill- Monday, December 1 at 5 PM in Lombard with ADC Holiday Dinner and Other New Events 
· Christmas tree and menorah lighting
· Trying to get vendors to showcase small businesses, faculty/staff/student crafters (will be held in Daniels) – please sign up on the Staff Council engage page
· Moonlight breakfast – Wednesday, December 3rd 8 – 10pm, looking for volunteers to serve breakfast to students – email Cari with interest
· Residence Life Updates – Devin Kindred 
· Thanksgiving Break Housing Applications for students are now open for any resident who needs to stay on campus during the short break period. More details to come on how we hope to support some of these students. 
· No fee to stay, but necessary for students to apply for this opportunity
· If students don’t have a plan for Thanksgiving, Res Life will look to host a pot luck and/or work with the Bison pantry to have a nice meal
· Spring Housing Applications are now open for any commuters, Fall study abroad students, or new transfers looking to live on campus. 
· Strategic Planning Committee survey - Kerry Cole 
· QR code survey – if you have already done it, don’t do it again (some may have done it at faculty assembly)
· Please complete this brief survey to share your opinions on Nichols core values
· Spring 2026 Advising & Registration - Janet 
· In pre-registration period right now – students are selecting their courses for the spring semester
· Any students with financial holds should be looking to resolve those
· Students need to be working with their advisors in advance – remind any students that you might work with that they need to be making their advising appointments
· Seniors need to be meeting with Cindy or Ashley before registration 
Staff Council Committee Updates: 
· Staff Engagement – Beth Gionfriddo 
· Engage platform – Staff Council now has an organization, and all staff have been added 
· Lunch & Learn Series updates/reminders 
· Tuesday, October 28 @ 12:30pm in AB 109: Canva Basics 
· Please sign up for a FREE Canva account in advance and bring a laptop 
· Outlook Invites for November/December going out Monday, 10/27 
· Staff & Faculty Winter Sport Home Games – please let Beth know if you wanted to be included on the meeting invites
· Women’s Basketball | November 13 – 5:30pm vs. Western Connecticut State 
· Women’s Ice Hockey | December 5 - 4:40pm vs. Western New England University  
· Men’s Basketball | January 6 – 7:30pm vs. Wentworth Institute of Technology  
· Men’s Ice Hockey | January 13 – 5:40pm vs. Johnson & Wales University  
· Men’s Volleyball | February 25 – 7:00pm vs. Emmanuel 
· Book Club 
· This Monday 4pm in IWL 
· Book: Starling House
· Upcoming Herd Hangouts 
· November 11 from 2-4pm in Fels (Felsgiving!)  - location in Bazzies
· December 5 from 9-11am in Athletics - facility tours will be available (behind the scenes style tour)
· Ideas for professional development are always encouraged! Email Beth
 
New Hires (Janet): 
· Darlene Szkutak in IT – primary responsibilities to start will include Colleague, Slate, Door Access (CCURE) 
Open Forum 
· Mock DECA Announcement – Thursday, November 20th 
· Seeking judges to be available – more info coming soon from Katie Laquidara, but please save the date
· Holiday Party will be happening this year – date TBD (staff council will support putting this on)
· Continue to use the CARE resource – Nichols.edu/care for any students you might have concerns about
 
Please continue to use the anonymous reporting form on Hub.Nichols.edu (Staff Council tab under Departments) to share ideas, concerns, and feedback.  
Staff can also email Staff Council at staffcouncil@nichols.edu. 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, please stop by the women’s tennis match (4pm – Senior Day game) - 
and then join us at the Bison Den for our October Social Hour gathering. We hope to see you there!
