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Staff Assembly Agenda – October 1, 2026
3:30pm - Davis 209/211 or Teams
__________________________________________________________________________

Welcome

New additions to the Staff Assembly monthly agenda = 
· Random Reminders 
· Finding there is a loss of institutional memory around items, and we want to ensure everyone knows what they need to know.
· If you have a Random Reminder, please let us know and we will add you to the agenda. 
· Bison Brags
· We need to celebrate our wins, so we want to do that at each meeting 

New Hire(s)
· Sierra Cardenas – Nichols Women's Lacrosse head coach
· Welcome to the Hill

Community Updates/Announcements

Women’s Basketball Celebrity Bartender Night Fundraiser (Thursday, October 8 from 6-9pm at Sinni’s Pub in Dudley) = Jacque Rivera
· Invitation to join the event happening – please attend if you are able

Study Abroad Info Session (Wednesday, October 14 from 2-3pm in ACES) = Lanvy Tran
· *Thank you to all Staff and Faculty who wrote appreciation letters to tutors
· If you know of any students who are interested in Study abroad please direct them to Lanvy (or to the info session in October) 

Nichols RISE (Tuesday, October 6) = KC Poplawski & Cari Cyr
· Lunch in Lombard is free for FT faculty and staff!
· Only day in October you are able to use the free swipe 
· This started as Advising Day – Exploration Day – now RISE (student named!)
· No classes today, but there are things students will need to attend
· See attached schedule for the day’s events
· Will also have some fun items and new traditions as well
· 7:00AM wake up (RISE) for breakfast, Goat Yoga, etc.
· Traditions start weird and then they stick (SGA initiatives) 
· Breast Cancer Walk also being hosted
· If you have not yet signed up for a role, you still can (see link in email to signup)
· Encourage students to attend sessions 

Student Life events in October: Cari Cyr/Devin Kindred
· Friends & Family Day = Saturday, October 17 
· Averie may reach out for additional help from the community 
· Fels of Scream = October 23-24 from 7:30-9:30pm in the Fels Student Center
· CAB oversees this; open to families of Faculty & Staff as well 
· Halloween Trick or Treating = Friday, October 30 
· Decorate your office door or place a basket of candy outside your office for students to stop by and visit! Email student.life@nichols.edu by October 21st if you would like to be included on the tour route.
· Consider a theme 
· Starting to plan for Light Up the Hill | December 1st this year during lunchtime 
· If you have excess holiday decorations you would like to donate, please reach out to Student Life and they will take them!
· Trying to decorate Lombard more elaborately this year 
· Will coordinate faculty & staff involvement for this day 

Nichols Cheerleading Golf Tournament (Saturday, October 24) = Julia Carroll
https://slate.nichols.edu/register/?id=c60c6916-2ef0-412a-9033-f290970f6951
· A few teams short – consider playing!

Reminder: Admissions Fall Open House = Sunday, October 18 from 9am-2pm
· Staff and faculty are welcome to join the Admissions Team for breakfast (9am), lunch (12pm), or ice cream (1pm) to mingle with families!
· New: Pitch Competition
· If students have a business already or something they want to pitch they can do that in front of a current student panel 
· Hosting a Women in Leadership Brunch on November 6th from 9:00am - Noon
· Formerly Women Mean Business 
· Reached out to local high schools for women interested in leadership to attend
· Weill network with current students, and see what Nichols has that will fit their leadership roles, styles etc. at Nichols
· If you have any contacts at local high schools or a student who would be interested please reach out to Maya Pullin 




Staff Council Committee Updates

If you are interested in serving on one of this year’s Staff Council committees, please email staffcouncil@nichols.edu or connect with one of the Staff Council members listed below, and identify which committee(s) you would like to join:

· Staff Engagement Committee (Beth Gionfriddo and Averie Bye-Dickerson)
· Herd Hangouts, Staff & Faculty Games, Summer Initiatives & more 

· Fundraising Committee – to raise money for staff programming like Herd Hangouts and Summer Fun Events (Janet Newman and Maureen Butler)
· New: Don’t want to ask for dues (as Faculty Association does) so looking to come up with ways to fund some of our initiatives. 

· Professional Development Committee (Kristen Malinowski-Paine and Devin Kindred)
· What pro dev opportunities would you like to see offered for staff at Nichols?
· How to use Engage 
· If you have any topics, please reach out to Staff Council 
· Working with HR for more professional development opportunities to staff (and faculty if interested) 
· If interested in helping, let us know.

· Staff Feedback Committee (Brynn Woods)
· Will have Staff Councilors be liaisons to different areas as not all are represented on the council so we can listen to ideas, feedback, etc. 

Staff Engagement Committee – Beth Gionfriddo

· Seat cushion fundraiser idea
· If you are interested, please fill out the form attached to this email 
· Need at least 24 people to commit to place an order

· October Herd Hangout: Tuesday, October 20th | 9:00am – 10:00am in Conant Hall

· Fall Sport Staff & Faculty Home Games this month:
· Wednesday, October 7th | Women’s Tennis vs. Endicott at 4:00pm on the Tennis Courts
· Saturday, October 17th | Football vs. Curry College at Noon on Vendetti Field (Friends & Family Day!) 
· Find a Staff Council Member at Pride Rock to sign in.
· Thursday, October 29th | Women’s Soccer vs. Salem State University at 3:00pm on the grass soccer field (also Senior Day!)
· Please download Corq and your event pass as we will be signing everyone in who attends using Engage
· For each game you attend in October you will get one entry into the October Staff and Faculty Game – but you must check in with us via Engage!

Random Reminders – Because you don’t know what you don’t know!

· Campus flyers – Presented by Beth Gionfriddo
· Reminder to not post flyers in doorways or means of egress
· Please use sticky tabs, not packing tape or the like
· Send Flyers to Student Life and they take care of hanging them up for you in building and in Res Life 
· Please make sure there is a start and end date on flyers as well 
· Or let Student Life know when they can take them down 
· The Chapel is now open from 7:00am – 8:00pm every day for student use 

Bison Brags - What’s your win? Big or small, we want to celebrate it!
· A shout-out to staff member who has gone above and beyond
· A recent accomplishment or success in your department
· Something exciting you are working on
· A personal or professional "win" you'd like to share
· Anything else worth celebrating!

Chrissy Manzi and the Advancement team would like to give a shout out to everyone who helped make Homecoming & Reunion Weekend a success. There were many departments who managed their own commitments (Athletics, DOFM, Public Safety, Eagle Cleaning, Student Life), and it was also great to have additional support from so many administrative staff members and some faculty during the day. Chrissy quote: “They made us look soooo good! We are appreciative.”

Save the Date! HOCO 2027 is September 24 & 25

CPDC hosted the annual 2nd Year Success last night with 38 alumni and 243 students. 

Liz H: Shout out to Beth

Ashley P: Shout out to KMP for helping with first year students who need some extra help – she has gone above and beyond (and moved mountains)

Open Forum

Tyler from Marcom: In a restructuring phase right now, asking for a bit more of a heads up (minimum three weeks) for any graphics, event needs, etc. As much time and notice beforehand will be greatly appreciated by the Marcom office. 

Raffle!

Winner: Julia Carroll!

Next Staff Assembly – Thursday, November 5 @ 3:30pm in Davis 209/211 or Teams


Please continue to use the anonymous reporting form on Hub.Nichols.edu (Staff Council tab under Departments) to share ideas, concerns, and feedback. 
Staff can also email Staff Council at staffcouncil@nichols.edu.
