	
	NICHOLS COLLEGE STAFF COUNCIL
	



Staff Assembly Agenda – September 3, 2026
3:30pm - Davis 209/211 or Teams


Welcome

2026-2027 Staff Council Members:

* Janet Newman (Athletics) - Chairperson
* Kristen Malinowski-Paine (ACES/International) - Vice Chairperson
* Beth Gionfriddo (CPDC) - Secretary
* Yajaila Taft (Financial Operations) - Treasurer
* Lindsey Bartlett (Counseling Services) 
* Maureen Butler (Academic Affairs)
* Averie Bye-Dickerson (Student Involvement)
* Justin Dolan (Facilities)
* Devin Kindred (Residence Life & Community Standards)
* Brynn Woods (Admissions)


New Hires

	Eric
	Sgariglia
	Assistant Registrar

	Brian
	Claypool
	Head softball coach 

	Phoutasone
	Ketnouvong
	IT - Computer Support Technician

	Ryan
	Murphy
	VP for Advancement

	Christopher
	Nordenson
	Head tennis coach

	Corina 
	Hendea
	Director of Human Resources

	Justin
	McLeod
	Assistant Director of Student Accounts

	Danielle
	McClendon
	Residence Life - Area Coordinator

	Mallory
	Gilmore
	Residence Life - Area Coordinator

	Renee
	Barnes
	Residence Life - Area Coordinator








Community Updates/Announcements

Vertical AI Committee – Chris Tousignant
· We have an emerging Tech & AI Committee
· Vertical AI Committee is looking at how we utilize AI and how do we do that well
· Looking to understand what our operations are – Collecting information and building institutional knowledge
· Surveys will be going out in the next few weeks to see what departments are doing (look out for those) and then meetings will follow

First Generation Programming – LaDawn Johnson
A few events coming up:
· September 9, 7:30pm – 8:30pm in Fels 323: First Generation Connection: What I wish I knew
· If you are considered a first generation college student and you would like to be a support for a first gen student, reach out to LaDawn

Engage Refresher – Averie Bye-Dickerson
· Ask is that we all use the system 
· Announcements and events are posted on the site
· Recommendation: Download CORQ app and put your event pass in your Apple Wallet, etc. 
· Expectation is that students are using this, so we ask that staff and faculty do as well
· NSAC nominations are also in Engage (Due Sept. 11th)!

Finding the Brightness 5K – Lindsey Bartlett
· Second Annual 5k run/walk for suicide prevention
· This year will be held on the Nichols’ Track (last year was a course around campus)
· Smoothies, shirts and medals for all the runners 
· Open to everyone – if you can please come down.
· No Rain Date!
· Reach out to Counseling Services if you have any questions about the event

Vaccine Clinic on 9/15 – Jessie Chenier
· Clinic will be 11:00am – 1:00pm in Daniels 
· Many offerings – look at the email to see all the vaccines offered
· Flu
· COVID 
· Pneumonia
· Hepatitis B
· HPV
· Meningococcal ACYW
· Meningococcal B
· MMR
· Shingles
· Tdap
· Varicella
· Sign up ahead of time, this will help with the number of pharmacists they will send
· Anyone is welcome – faculty, staff, family members, students
· Students that have been receiving non-compliant emails from Health Services are encouraged to take advantage of this clinic.

Reminder from the Advancement office = Homecoming is September 18-19! 
· https://alumni.nichols.edu/homecoming-reunion-2026/
· If you are interested and willing to volunteer, please reach out to Chrissy Manzi

International regulation updates – KMP
· New regulations could be coming in September – many areas may be affected. 
· Think of KMP when speaking with international students, and loop her in of you are having conversations about classes, working, etc. If in doubt, loop in KMP!
· If you hire international students please be aware that they will need to apply and receive a social security card – the appointments take some time to get so please be patient with students, it does take time. Some students may need to miss a class for this appointment, as they are difficult to change.
· The same is true if students are applying for post graduate employment (OPT) that window opens in February and they do not have control over when that appointment will take place

Tutor Appreciation – Lanvy
· Tutor Appreciation Week will be October 5 – 9
· If you would like to help celebrate tutors, please reach out to Lanvy
· Looking for short notes or letters to tutors you may know or have worked with

Staff Council Committee Updates

Staff Engagement – Beth Gionfriddo

· Staff & Faculty Home Games and Herd Hangouts (calendar for the year will be out soon) – Outlook meeting invites will be sent to everyone!
· Invitations for September events will be sent by the end of this week 

First Herd Hangout: September 16th | 9:00am – 10:00am in the President's Conference Room 

· Tuesday, September 8th | Women’s Golf Bison Invitational. Have lunch at the Den to see the team at the turn!
· Wednesday, September 9th | Men’s Soccer vs. Lasell University at 4:00pm on the Soccer field
· Friday, September 18th | Field Hockey vs. University of New England at 4:00pm on Vendetti Field
· Saturday, September 19th | Men’s Rugby vs. Bryant University at 6:00pm on Vendetti Field 
· *Wednesday, October 7th | Women’s Tennis vs. Endicott at 4:00pm on the Tennis Courts
· Saturday, October 17th | Football vs. Curry College at Noon on Vendetti Filed. *Family & Friends Weekend! 
· Thursday, October 29th | Women’s Soccer vs. Salem State University at 3:00pm on the Soccer Field * Senior Day

Reminder purpose of Staff Council – KMP
· We are here for you and we work for you.
· We remain committed to collaborating and bringing staff together.
· Feel free to reach out in groups, one on one, with anything you may need. 
· We want to be your voice on campus – don’t hesitate to use us!

Open Forum
· Dress for Success – you can still come to CPDC to look through donations. Available through next Thursday September 10th at Noon. 

Raffle!

Winner: Jessie Chenier! One free lunch swipe!


Please continue to use the anonymous reporting form on Hub.Nichols.edu (Staff Council tab under Departments) to share ideas, concerns, and feedback. 
Staff can also email Staff Council at staffcouncil@nichols.edu.
	
	Listen. Connect. Improve.
	



